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MORE  FARMERS  TO  GROW  TOBACCO  IN  THE 
FEDERATION  OF  RHODESIA  AND  NYASALAND 

Improved  prices  and  a  ready  market  are  encouraging  more  farmers  in  the 
Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  to  register  for  tobacco  production.  It 
is  also  probable  that  slackening  prices  and  demand  for  the  Federation's  major 
mineral  exports  are  encouraging  interest  in  exportable  agricultural  products. 

In  the  two  Rhodesias  nearly  10  percent  of  the  growers  who  registered  to 
raise  flue-cured  for  the  1957-58  season  were  new  producers  attracted  by 
tobacco's  relative  profitability.     In  Nyasaland  an  increase  of  10  to  15  per- 
cent is  expected  in  the  number  of  farmers  growing  fire-cured  tobacco. 

ADDITIONAL  PROTECTION  CONSIDERED 
FOR  VENEZUELAN  TOBACCO  INDUSTRY 

Sentiment  appears  to  be  increasing  in  Venezuela  for  additional  tariff 
protection  of  the  domestic  cigarette  industry.    The  Venezuelan  press  and  trade 
groups  are  supporting  efforts  to  increase  protection  of  many  domestic  agricul- 
tural and  industrial  products,  citing  U.S.  restrictions  on  imports  of  crude  oil. 

Government  officials  have  stated  that  problems  of  the  domestic  cigarette 
industry  are  being  studied.    Protectionist  sentiment  for  the  Venezuelan  tobacco 
industry  is  strengthened  by  current  surpluses  of  some  types  of  domestic  tobaccos. 

KOREAN  CIGARETTE  OUTPUT 
UP  2  PERCENT 

Cigarette  output  in  the  Republic  of  Korea  during  the  first  9  months  of 
1957  "was  9*7  billion  pieces --up  2  percent  from  the  9-5  billion  produced  in  the 
comparable  period  of  1956.     Cigarette  production  for  calendar  year  1957;  based 
upon  output  for  January- Sep tember,  may  have  approximated  13.2  billion  pieces, 
compared  with  12.8  billion  in  1956.     Output  of  cut  tobacco  was  slightly  under 
the  January-September  1956  level  of  9 '3  million  pounds. 

FINNISH  CIGARETTE  OUTPUT 
DOWN  k  PERCENT 

Finland's  cigarette  output  in  the  first  10  months  of ■.  1957)  ^«7  billion 
pieces,  was  h  percent  below  the  January -October  1956  level  of  U.9  billion. 
The  decline  is  attributed  to  retail  price  increases  in  April  and  September 
1957 •    Prices  rose  from  60  Finmarks  (26.1  U.S.  cents)  per  package  to  75 
Finmarks  (32.7  U.S.  cents)  in  April  1957 ;  and  then  to  87.37  Finmarks  (27.3 
U.S.  cents)  in  late  September  1957 •    As  a  result,  cigarette  output  for  calendar 
1957  probably  was  close  to  the  1955  level  of  5*7  billion  pieces,  compared  with 
5.8  billion  in  I956. 

Imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  by  Finnish  manufacturers  during  January- 
October  1957  were  .9  million  pounds  larger  than  the  8.9  million  imported  for 
the  same  period  in  1956. 
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ARGENTINA'S  LEAF  TOBACCO 
EXPORTS  UP  SHARPLY 

Argentina's  exports  of  leaf  tobacco  during  1957  amounted  to  6.8  million 
pounds,  and  were  the  largest  since  19^-6.    Most  of  the  leaf  consisted  of 
CRIOLLO  and  MISIONERO  type  tobacco. 

Principal  markets  for  Argentine  leaf  tobacco  include  Belgium,  France, 
Algeria,  and  the  Netherlands.  Other  markets  taking  significant  quantities 
in  1957  included  West  Germany,  Austria,  Morocco,  Switzerland,  and  Italy. 


TOBACCO,  LEAF:     Argentina,  exports  by  country 
of  destination,  1955-57 


Country  of  destination 

;  1955 

;  1956 

1957  1/ 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

pounds 

. . . :  3^1 

1,075 

2,130 

22 

:  1,260 

976 

kko 

99  : 

965 

588 

22 

207 

kk5 

232 

92  \ 

1^6 

Italy  

55 

. . 825 

1^73 

6,797 

l/  Preliminary. 


CHILE  ANNOUNCES  I958  EXPORT  QUOTAS 
ON  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS 

The  Chilean  Ministry  of  Economy  has  fixed  initial  export  quotas  on  agri- 
cultural products  during  the  1958  calendar  year  and  listed  commodities  the 
export  of  which  will  be  prohibited. 

Export  quotas  considered  necessary  to  maintain  adequate  domestic  supply 
include  (in  1,000  metric  tons):    barley  in  grain,  15;  dry  peas,  0.8;  small 
lentils,        onions,  15;  garlic,  3-5;  lemons,  5;  frozen  lamb  and  mutton  from 
Magallanes,  8;  pulled  wool,  0.3;  animal  hair,  2.1;  soap  bark,  1;  beeswax,  0.5. 
Also  included  are  1  million  sheepskins  from  Magallanes  and  Aysen,  Chile's 
southern  provinces. 

Nine  agricultural  products  prohibited  from  export  during  1958  are: 
wheat  bran,  corn,  wheat,  wheat  flour,  corn  flour,  semola,  spaghett,  crackers, 
and  oilseed  cake. 

Free  exportation  is  authorized  for       commodities  formerly  under  control. 
Among  them  are  dry  beans,  oats,  and  deciduous  fruits. 
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VIETNAM  SETS  RICE 
EXPORT  QUOTAS 

Vietnam  has  set  rice-export  quotas  in  the  first  and  second  quarters 
of  1958  at  50,000  and  60,000  metric  tons,  respectively  (l  metric  ton  - 
2,20^.6  pounds).     Licenses  have  been  granted  for  the  export  of  6^-, 000 
tons  of  the  1957-58  crop,  with  63,000  tons  going  to  Indonesia  and  1,000 
tons  to  Hong  Kong. 

Firm  contracts  have  been  made  for  60,000  tons  of  No.  2,  1+0-percent 
broken,  at  fUo.10  ($5.l6  per  100  pounds),  f .o.b.,  in  transferable 
sterling.     Of  this  amount,  3^->000  tons  is  for  Java  and  3^,000  tons  will 
go  through  Singapore  for  other  destinations .     Shipment  was  to  begin 
early  in  February  and  be  completed  in  March. 

PHILIPPINE  RICE  CROP 
REDUCED  BY  DROUGHT 

Recent  estimates  indicate  that  the  1957-58  Philippine  rice  crop 
will  be  5  percent  below  the  record  output  of  the  preceding  year.  Rains 
in  the  major  rice -producing  areas  were  less  than  50  percent  of  normal 
during  the  critical  growing  months  of  November  and  December.  This 
greatly  reduced  the  crop—especially  late-maturing  varieties. 

The  expected  decrease  will  mean  a  1957-58  harvest  of  7^050  million 
pounds  of  rough  rice  (l+,800  million  pounds  milled),  compared  with 
7,^16.6  million  pounds  (5,cUo  million  pounds  milled)  in  1956-57° 
Average  production  from  1950-51  through  195^-55  was  6,600  million  pounds 
(U,t-00  million  pounds  milled). 

NICARAGUA  HAS 
RICE  SHORTAGE 

Nicaragua's  milled  rice  supplies  in  1958  are  about  22  million  pounds 
less  than  national  consumption.    The  shortage  is  due  to  a  recent  small 
harvest  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  December  2,  1957)  and  to  depleted 
stocks  following  several  years  of  poor  crops . 

Estimated  milled  rice  consumption  is  about  63  million  pounds  annu- 
ally. The  1957-58  rice  crop,  harvested  mainly  in  December  and  January, 
is  estimated  at  kl  million  pounds  (62  million  pounds  rough  rice). 

In  January,  the  National  Granary  held  slightly  over  1  million  pounds 
of  milled  rice,  and  Nicaragua  will  import  10  million  pounds,  presumably 
from  Ecuador.     Corn  and  beans  will  replace  the  other  11  million  pounds 
of  rice  usually  consumed.    Rice  imports  are  expected  to  cost  the  govern- 
ment approximately  7  cents  per  pound.    Retail  prices  of  rice  in  Nicaragua 
in  recent  months  have  been  well  above  average. 
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CANADA'S  FEED  GRAIN 
SUPPLIES  DOWN  5  PERCENT 

Canada's  total  supply  of  feed  grains  for  the  1957-58  season  is 
estimated  at  22  million  short  tons,  according  to  the  Dominion  Bureau 
of  Statistics.    This  is  about  5  percent  below  the  large  supplies  of 
23.3  million  tons  last  year,  hut  about  25  percent  above  the  average  of 
the  past  10  years .    The  cut  from  last  year  is  mainly  due  to  much 
smaller  crops  of  oats  and  barley.     Crop  reductions  more  than  offset 
substantial  increases  in  carryover  stocks . 

Supplies  of  feed  grains  are  reported  to  be  fairly  well  distributed 
this  year,  with  overall  supplies  larger  in  eastern  areas  and  supplies 
in  the  west  smaller.    Domestic  disappearance  is  expected  to  be  larger 
this  year,  reflecting  increased  livestock  numbers  and  a  continuing 
trend  toward  grain-fattening  of  market  cattle. 

U.S.  RICE  EXPORTS 
DECLINE  IN  DECEMBER 

United  States  rice  exports  in  December  1957  were  86^,000  bags 
(lOO  pounds)  in  terms  of  milled  rice,  the  smallest  since  shipments 
of  823,000  bags  last  June.  The  principal  countries  of  destination 
were  the  Philippine  Republic,  Cuba,  and  Canada. 

Ninety-two  percent  of  December  exports  were  classified  as  milled 
rice  containing  over  25-percent  whole  kernels.    Exports  of  this  type 
amounted  to  791^903  bags.    Rough  rice  exports  increased  to  around 
8  percent  of  total  exports  and  were  shipped  to:    Canada,  8^,762  bags; 
Cuba,  18,636;  Haiti,  1+50;  total,  103,8U8. 

Exports  of  milled  rice  containing  not  over  25_percent  whole  kernels 
comprised  less  than  one  percent  of  total  exports,  and  were  shipped  to: 
Cuba,  2,630  bags;  Canada,  1,000;  Union  of  South  Africa,  700;  Cambodia, 
51;  total,  U,38l. 

Rice  exports  during  the  August -Dec  ember  1957  period  xvrere  h,  932, 000 
bags,  compared  with  lU, 022, 000  bags  during  the  same  period  of  1956,  and 
with  5^361,000  bags  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1955*    The  pronounced 
decline  in  exports  occurred  principally  in  shipments  to  Asian  countries, 
such  as  Indonesia,  Pakistan,  and  India.    Rice  shipments  to  Europe  also 
dropped  sharply. 

Rice  exports  to  Cuba,  Canada,  and  Netherlands  Antilles  in  the 
August -December  1957  period  were  larger  than  in  the  year  before.  Ex- 
ports increased  to  the  Asian  areas  of  Korea,  the  Philippine  Republic, 
and  Saudi  Arabia  and  other  Arabian  States.     Oceania  and  Liberia  also 
took  more  U.S.  rice. 
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RICE:    United  States  exports,  in  terms  of  milled,  to  specified  countries, 
December  1957,  with  comparisons  1/ 


August-July 


Country  of  destination 


1955-56' 1956-57 


August-December 


1956 


1957  2/ 


December  2/ 


1956  *  1957 


1,000 
bags 


1,000 
bags 


1,000 
bags 


1,000 
bags 


1,000 
bags 


Western  Hemisphere: 

Canada  

British  Honduras  . . . 
British  West  Indies 
El  Salvador   


Haiti   

Netherlands  Antilles 

Bolivia   

Colombia   

Surinam   

Venezuela   

Other  countries   


Total   ;  3,828 


Europe: 

B  elgium-Luxembourg 

France   

West  Germany   

Netherlands   

Sweden   

Switzerland   

Other  countries  . . . 


Total 

Asia: 

India   

Indochina 
Indonesia 


397 

:  376 

:  171 

:  188 

:  23 

:  80 

35 

:  33 

:  8 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

8 

137 

:  81 

28 

:  2 

:  21 

44 

:  1 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

2,927 

:  4,054 

:  1,8^5 

:  1,992 

:  526 

:  321 

5 

:  58 

;  O 

:  1 

:  1 

*  y 

28 

:  42 

:  16 

21 

3 

:  5 

191 

:  176 

:  176 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

13 

:  3 

:  0 

•  y 

:  0 

:  0 

0 

:  20 

:  20 

:  V 

:  0 

0 

32 

:  40 

:  3 

:  2 

:  1 

:  0 

148 

:  79 

:  A6 

38 

:  10 

:  2 

3,828 

!  5,019 

!  2,375 

;  2,270 

!  566 

:  429 

285 

:  686 

:  388 

:  44 

:  49 

:  0 

78 

:  1 

:  1 

:      r  0 

:  0 

:  0 

53 

:  20 

:  1 

:  0 

:  1 

:  0 

31 

:  50 

:  a 

:  3 

:  7 

:  0 

9 

:  16 

:  10 

:  7 

:  4 

:  1 

22 

:  58 

:  51 

:  16 

:  25 

:  2 

10 

«  ?9 

:  24 

6 

:  1 

'  3 

488 

870 

!  516 

;  76 

:  87 

;  6 

Korean  Republic 


Philippine  Republic  . 

Ryukyu  Islands   

Saudi  Arabia  .......... 

Other  Arabian  States 

Turkey   

Other  countries   


Total  ;  6,129 


Total  Oceania   

French  West  Africa   

Liberia  

Other  Africa   

Destination  not  specified 


Total   ;  11,432 


Section  416  donations   

Ground  rough  rice  for  animal  feed 


World  total   :  12,913 


:  4,376 

:  1,042 

:  0 

:  1,042 

:  0 

:  10 

:  10 

2/ 

:  10 

y 

.:  516 

:  5,424 

!  4,749 

:  0 

:  1,218 

0 

:  109 

:  91 

:  3 

1/ 

:  1 

2,746 

:  5 

:  242 

:  5 

:  0 

:  4,372 

2,878 

:  1,295 

:  1,089 

:  0 

:  20 

:  11 

:  377 

:  0 

:  377 

(J  207 

Lj  201 

:  0 

\{J  201 

:  0 

:  98 

52 

:  80 

:  28 

:  P 

2/ 

:  22 

15 

104 

2/ 

:  6 

:  218 

218 

:  0 

:  0 

0 

8 

1 

1 

1/ 

y 

17,610' 

9,273 

2,102 

[  3,593 

393 

47: 

19 

25 

:  2: 

5 

0 

0. 

0 

0: 

0 

248: 

76: 

152 

0 

28 

19: 

10: 

8: 

If'. 

1 

13: 

7' 

9= 

2: 

2 

:  11,432: 

23,826] 

12,276] 

4,642; 

4,250; 

864 

2,036: 

1,458! 

290 : 

316! 

:  514: 

288: 

288: 

0: 

0: 

0 

.;  12,913; 

26,150s 

14,022; 

4,932; 

4, 566; 

864 

terms  of  milled  at  65  percent.  2/  Preliminary.  2/  Less  than  5°0  cut. 
by  Army  under  contract  with  International  Cooperation  Administration. 


converted  to 
lj  Shipped 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census,  except  as  noted. 
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INDIA'S  WHEAT  CROP 
MAY  BE  SMALLER 

Present  condition  of  India's  wheat  crop  (harvest  to  begin  in  March) 
indicates  that  production  may  be  about  5  percent  less  than  the  large  har- 
vest of  1957-    Weather  in  most  areas  has  been  generally  favorable,  but 
more  rain  is  needed  for  proper  development  of  the  crop. 

MALAYA  ANTICIPATES 
RECORD  RICE  CROP 

Malaya's  1957-58  rice  harvest  now  is  expected  to  be  slightly  larger  than 
the  record  crop  of  1956-57»     The  gain  is  attributed  to  increased  acreage 
and  better  cultural  practices.    Though  the  average  yield  per  acre  probably 
will  not  reach  the  unusually  high  level  of  1956-57;  growing  conditions  have 
ensured  a  good  crop  on  the  larger  area. 

Total  acreage  planted  and  to  be  planted  as  of  November  30  was  931 > 000 
acres,  compared  with  9H>000  acres  in  1956-57*    About  95  percent  of  the 
season's  acreage  usually  is  planted  by  the  end  of  November.    The  bulk  of 
the  crop  will  be  harvested  by  mid-April. 

HEAVY  RAINS  DAMAGE  SAO  PAULO 
CROPS  AND  FOOD  SUPPLIES 

Heavy  rains  during  the  last  week  of  January  caused  serious  damage  in 
the  State  of  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil.     Over  20  percent  of  the  city  of  Sao  Paulo's 
reserves  of  rice,  black  beans,  corn,  and  peas  are  said  to  have  been  destroyed 
at  the  Central  Market,  where  large  stocks  of  other  staples  such  as  sugar, 
salt,  dried  fish,  pepper,  and  cheese  were  also  damaged. 

Some  interior  towns  were  hit  perhaps  harder  than  the  capital  city. 
Several  Piracicaba  rice  plantations  suffered  severely  and  excessive  rain- 
fall damaged  crops  in  Araraquara,  Presidente  Venceslau,  and  Getulina.  Roads 
and  other  property  damage  occurred  in  Campinas,  Sao  Jose  dos  Campos,  and  Sao 
Jose  do  Rio  Preto.    The  state  government  has  taken  emergency  measures  to 
assist  the  population  in  the  flooded  area. 

AUSTRALIA  REVISES  WHEAT  ESTIMATE 

Latest  official  estimates  place  Australia's  1957-58  wheat  production 
at  96.8  million  bushels,  compared  with  135  million  a  year  ago  and  the 
alltime  record  of  220  million  in  Ityk-'J-kQ.    Though  this  year's  crop  is  the 
smallest  since  19kk~k-5,  it  is  a  somewhat  better  outturn  than  was  expected 
earlier  in  the  season,  in  view  of  the  drought. 

Carryover  stocks  of  wheat  on  December  1,  the  beginning  of  the  present 
marketing  season,  are  tentatively  estimated  at  ^3  million  bushels.  This 
brings  domestic  supplies  for  the  season  to  ikO  million  bushels,  compared 
with  222  million  last  year  and  the  record  supply  of  290  million  in  1955-56. 
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The  current  wheat  supply  would  allow  for  exports  of  about  k6  million 
"bushels,  after  Australia's  normal  requirements  are  met,  and  would  leave 
about  15  million  bushels  carryover  at  the  end  of  the  marketing  season. 
Exports  of  this  amount  would  be  a  little  less  than  half  the  1956-57  exports. 

Acreage  seeded  for  the  current  wheat  crop  is  estimated  at  8.8  million 
acres.    Although  about  a  million  acres  more  than  the  small  acreage  sown  last 
year,  it  is,  with  that  exception,  the  smallest  area  in  wheat  since  19^-^+5 
and  contrasts  with  the  average  of  11.6  million  acres  for  the  10  years  ended 
1955 •    The  low  acreage  seems  to  confirm  reports  of  a  substantial  shift  of 
interest  from  wheat  to  livestock. 

Hardest  hit  by  drought  this  season  was  New  South  Wales,  where  outturn 
is  placed  at  10  million  bushels,  in  contrast  with  the  record  95  million 
bushels  produced  by  that  state  in  19^+7 •     Least-affected  was  Western 
Australia,  where  production  of  33  million  bushels  was  only  17  percent  below 
the  1950-5^  average.     South  Australia's  15.2  million  bushels  was  half  that 
average,  as  was  Queensland's  production,  now  estimated  at  6.5  million  bushels. 

ESTIMATE  FOR  1957  ITALIAN 
FILBERT  PRODUCTION  RAISED 

The  estimate  for  1957  Italian  filbert  production  has  been  revised  up- 
ward from  33; 000  short  tons,  in-shell  basis,  to  ^0,000  tons.     The  new  total 
is  30  percent  larger  than  the  30,800-ton  average  for  1950-5^-  and  21  percent 
greater  than  the  33>000-ton  harvest  of  the  previous  season. 

Italian  filberts  are  reported  to  be  selling  slowly,  with  growers  reluc- 
tant to  market  nuts  at  the  existing  low  prices.     Competition  from  Italian 
almonds  and  foreign  filberts,  as  well  as  the  larger  Italian  filbert  crop, 
are  said  to  be  factors  depressing  the  Italian  market. 

Export  prices,  f.o.b.  Southern  Italian  ports,  for  Avellino  round 
filberts,  shelled,  were  ^2.3  cents  per  pound  during  the  first  week  of 
February  1958,  compared  with  ^-6.1  cents  per  pound  in  the  first  week  of 
February  1957 •    Prices  of  unshelled  Avellino  rounds  for  the  same  week 
were  17.2  cents  this  year  and  I9.2  cents  last  year. 


Wholesale  prices  for  unshelled  filberts  in  Sicily  as  of  the  last  week 
of  December  1953-57  were: 


December 


ti 


it 


I! 


1953 
195^ 
1955 
1956 

1957 


ih.9 
20.7 
20.7 
20.0 
ik.9 


cents 


tt 


ti 


11 


ti 


per  pound 
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it  11 


it 
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ISRAEL  MAY  INCREASE  ORANGE 
EXPORTS  TO  CANADA 

Israel  may  export  100 ,,000  boxes  of  oranges  to  Canada  in  1958; 
according  to  Mr.  Z.  Isakson,  a  member  of  the  Citrus  Marketing  Board 
of  Israel.     In  the  past  3  years,  Israel's  exports  of  oranges  to  Canada 
have  ranged  from  15,000  to  35>000  boxes. 

NORWAY - ISRAEL  AGREEMENT  INCREASES 
CITRUS  TRADE 

Norway  will  import  over  $2  million  worth  of  Israeli  citrus  in  1958 
under  a  commodity  exchange  agreement  concluded  December  6,  1957-  This 
is  about  $750,000  more  than  1957  imports.    Citrus  fruit  and  juices 
will  be  the  primary  exports  from  Israel  to  Norway  under  the  agreement. 

U.S.S.R.  BUYS  INDIAN  PEPPER 

India's  Cashew  and  Pepper  Export  Promotion  Council  announced  on 
January  21,  1958,  that  1,200  tons  of  Indian  pepper  have  been  sold  to 
the  U.S.S.R.  for  immediate  shipment.     Indian  trade  circles  are  said  to 
welcome  the  bulk  sale  in  view  of  the  present  slump  in  the  pepper  market. 
U.S.  imports  normally  run  1,500  to  2,000  tons  per  season  but  are  re- 
ported to  have  been  only  200  tons  this  season  (October-December). 

U.S.  JULY -JANUARY  WHEAT  AND  FLOUR  EXPORTS 
25  PERCENT  LOWER  THAN  YEAR  AGO 

United  States  wheat  and  flour  exports  during  the  first  7  months 
(July -January )  of  1957-58  are  estimated  at  223  million  bushels,  com- 
pared with  297  millions  during  the  same  months  in  1956-57--a  reduction 
of  25  percent.     Increases  in  exports  to  India,  Poland,  Brazil,  Venezuela, 
and  the  Philippines  did  not  offset  reductions  in  exports  to  Western 
Europe,  which  had  a  record  harvest. 

Official  export  data  for  the  current  marketing  season  are  available 
only  for  July -December  1957  (see  table  on  page  11).    The  estimated  July- 
January  total  of  223  million  bushels  is  based  on  official  figures  of 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census  for  July-December,  estimated  exports  through 
January  for  relief  or  charity,  January  inspections  of  wheat  for  export, 
and  estimated  January  flour  exports . 

Following  are  preliminary  estimates  in  millions  of  bushels  of  the 
quantities  taken  by  indicated  countries  during  the  first  7  months  of  the 
current  season,  compared  with  those  of  a  year  ago  shown  in  parentheses: 
India,  55-2  (21.0);  Japan,  27.9  (29.6);  Poland,  18.3  (0);  United 
Kingdom,  12. 7  (23.8);  West  Germany,  12.7  (26.2);  Brazil,  9.6  (U.6); 
Pakistan,  7.4  (12. 9);  Israel,  5.0  (6.k);  Philippine  Republic,  k .6  (3.6); 
Cuba,  ^.3  0-3);  Netherlands,  k.3  (16.5);  Formosa,  k  .1  (3.8);  Korea, 
h.O  (6.2);  Yugoslavia,  1.9  (9.0);  Belgium-Luxembourg,  1.5  (l4.l);  and 
France,  negligible,  (26.3). 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:    United  States  exports  by  countries  of  destination, 
July-December  1956  and  July-December  1957 


destination 


July- December  1956 
Wheat  .Flour  1/.  Total 


July-December  1957 
Wheat  .Flour  1/.  Total 


-  l,UUO  bushels,  grain  equivaient- 


We stern  Hemisphere: 
Central  America 

Cuba   

British  West  Indies 

Haiti  

Colombia  

Venezuela  

Peru   

Bolivia   

Chile   

Brazil   

Others   

Total   

Europe : 

Norway   

Denmark   

United  Kingdom   

Netherlands   

Belgium-Luxembourg  . 

France   

Germany,  West   

Austria  

Switzerland   

Finland   

Poland   

Portugal   

Italy   

Yugoslavia   

Greece   

Others   

Total   

Asia: 


62U 
1,526 


1,701 
122 

1,517 

1,933 
833 

1*,556 
853 


1,01*1* 
2,U6Ii 
18,1*08 

13,021* 
12,190 
23,381 
22,871 
1,853 
5,013 
2,813 

3,7U5 
2,1*98 
1*,1*02 
7,81*2 
1,230 
122,778 


Tunisia   

French  West  Africa 

Ghana   

Western  British 

Africa   

Others  ....   

Total  


2,219 
1,U57 


1,1*21 
"57097 


Oceania   

Unspecified  3/  

World  total  3/  ♦  

1/  Wholly  of  U.S.  wheat. 


1,960 
1,87U 
1,809 
761* 
39 
3,1*96 
160 
661 
11 
1 

1,1*59 


12,23"H 


1*56 
11* 
71*3 
1,680 


2/ 


66 
3 
6 


35 
233 
12 
15 
25 


3,297 


:  2,129 

2,129 

1,957 

1,957 

:  5,51*2 

13 

5,555 

U,636 

:  7 

1*,61*3 

:  1*08 

1,282 

1,690 

13 

:  957 

970 

:  15,0U5 

15 

15,060 

1*7,1*97 

17 

U7,511* 

:  10,773 

2/ 

10,773 

2,001 

:  2/ 

2,001 

17697 

1,697. 

377 

377 

2,926 

2,926 

89 

89 

Philippine  Republic  ... 

3,01*1; 

3,01*1; 

U,61*0. 

U,61*0 

:  5,171: 

321*: 

5,1*95: 

3,382 

592 

3,971* 

:  3,1*61: 

3,1*61: 

2,691 

5: 

2,696 

:  25,766: 

838! 

26,601* 

2l*,51*8 

1,091*: 

25,61*2 

:  1,376: 

1,613: 

2,989: 

1,031* 

973- 

2,007 

:  69,671: 

11,71*9: 

81,1*20: 

87,81*8 

3,662 

96,510 

'ric  a: 

15  i 

15! 

1,075: 

9: 

1,031* 

71*7 
1,030 

1,210 


3,010 


2T 

:      1,038:  1,182 
:  21672~99":    31,U97 :  21*7,796 
~T/    Less  than  500  bushels. 


2,531* 
3,1*00 
1,809 
761* 
1,71*0 
3,618 
1,677 
2,591* 
l*,39l* 
U,557 
2,312 


29,91*9 


1,500 
2,1*78 
19,151 
11*,  701* 
12,199 
23,381 
22,937 
1,356 
5,019 
2,813 

3,780 
2,731 
l*,l*ll* 
7,857 
1,255 
126,075 


2,221 
1,1*63 
7U7 

1,030 
2,631 


87IO7 


2F 
2,220 


717 
2,020 
1 

156 
2,1*90 

312 
1,915 

1,968 
8,571 
1*70 
18,620 


1,098 
10,1*89 
2,071 
1,326 

11,1*09 
755 
1*37 
1*98 

16,921* 
237 
369 
1,596 

1,656 
1*8,915 


52 
87 


L*0 
T736TT 


2U0 


2,273 
2,21*7 
1,800 
916 
360 
3,229 
177 
318 
73 
1,020 
1,233 
13,61*6 


1*30 

9 

1*91 
1,926 
9 
6 
29 


1*0 
31*6 
21* 
2 

237 
"37399 


112 

921* 

1,309 
331 
17T8T 


21 

_  6,666 
156,987:    35",  779:  1927755 
3/  Includes  exports  for 


2,990 
U,267 
1,801 
1,072 
2,850 
3,51*1 
2,092 
318 
2,01*1 
9,591 
1,703 
32,266 


1*30 
1,107 
10,980 
3,997 
1,335 
6 

11,1*38 
755 
1*37 
1*93 
16,921* 
327 
715 
1,620 
2 

1,91*3 
T275IH 


161* 
87 
921* 

1,309 
931 
"ST5£9 


21 

6,906 


relief  or  charity  which  are  not  included  with  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  figures. 
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WEST  GERMANY  TO  PERMIT  AMERICAN 
IMPORTS  OF  BEANS  AND  PEAS 

The  Government  of  West  Germany  published  on  February  11  a  tender  per- 
mitting imports  of  dry  beans  and  peas  from  the  United  States ,  Canada,  and 
Mexico.    Applications  for  licenses  may  be  submitted  between  February  17, 
I95G,  and  December  30,  1958;  unless  the  value  limit  is  reached  before  the 
latter  date.     It  is  understood  that  import  licenses  will  be  granted  almost 
automatically  under  this  tender.    The  value  limit  has  not  been  announced. 

The  tender  stipulates  that  lima  beans  imported  may  not  contain  more 
than  10  milligrams  of  prussic  acid  per  100  grams  of  raw  beans. 

EUROPE  AND  ASIA  REPORT  FAVORABLE 
WINTER  WHEAT  PROSPECTS 

Winter  wheat  prospects  are  good  in  most  important  producing  areas  of 
Europe  and  Asia,  on  the  basis  of  available  information.     Seeding  took  place 
under  favorable  conditions  over  most  of  Europe,  and  development  has  been 
generally  satisfactory.     Little  winter  damage  has  been  reported  to  date. 
Latest  reports,  however,  indicated  that  cold  weather  in  mid-February,  fol- 
lowing a  mild  spell,  might  cause  damage  in  some  areas  because  of  lack  of 
snow  cover. 

Wheat  acreage  in  France  is  slightly  larger  than  at  this  time  last  year. 
Some  shift  from  wheat  to  barley  is  reported  in  less  productive  areas,  with 
increased  seeding  in  better-yielding  areas;  the  net  result  will  be  a  larger 
wheat  harvest  if  growing  conditions  are  favorable.    The  condition  of  the 
crop  in  Italy  is  reported  excellent,  with  ample  subsoil  moisture.    No  winter 
damage  has  been  reported  to  date . 

Some  expansion  in  wheat  acreage  is  reported  in  West  Germany  and  condi- 
tion is  excellent.     In  the  United  Kingdom  moisture  supplies  are  good  and 
condition  of  the  crop  is  promising  except  for  insect  damage  in  eastern 
regions.     Winter  wheat  acreage  is  larger  than  it  was  a  year  ago.  Wheat 
acreage  is  slightly  larger  in  Yugoslavia  also.     Condition  of  the  crop  is 
generally  good  and  winter  damage  minor,  to  date.    Wheat  acreage  in  Greece 
is  about  5  percent  less  than  the  high  level  of  a  year  ago.    The  above 
reporting  countries  constitute  a  large  sample  of  European  area,  producing 
over  75  percent  of  Western  Europe's  total  production  in  1957' 

Conditions  are  also  reported  generally  good  in  reporting  countries  of 
Asia.    The  harvest  in  India  will  get  underway  in  March  and  the  present  out- 
look is  for  a  crop  about  5  percent  less  than  the  large  crop  harvested  in  the 
spring  of  1957-    Dry  conditions  have  been  reported  for  northwestern  areas. 

Winter  wheat  in  Turkey  is  reported  in  satisfactory  condition,  as  is 
the  case  in  Iraq.     Good  moisture  conditions  make  the  outlook  favorable  in 
Iran  and  in  Lebanon.     In  Lebanon,  acreage  is  about  the  same  as  a  year  ago. 
Substantial  quantities  of  selected  seed  were  distributed  to  farmers  there. 
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U.S.  GRASS  AMD  LEGUME  SEED  EXPORTS 
SLIGHTLY  ABOVE  LAST  YEAR'S 


U.S.  grass  and  legume  seed  exports  in  December  amounted  to  7, 63^-,  000 
pounds ,  bringing  the  6-months'  total  to  22,290,000  pounds,  compared  with 
22,211,000  pounds  for  the  corresponding  period  of  last  crop  year. 

Almost  2.\  million  pounds  of  seed  were  shipped  to  West  Germany  in 
December,  of  which  80  percent  was  alfalfa  seed.    The  bulk  of  the  remaining 
shipments  went  to  Canada,  the  United  Kingdom,  Japan,  and  France. 

GRASS  AND  LEGUME  SEEDS:     U.S.  exports,  December  1957, 

with  comparisons 


December 


Kind  of  seed 


1956 


1957 


July  1  to 
December  31 


1956 


1957 


:  1,000 

:  pounds 

Alfalfa  :  k,33i 

Alsike  :  260 

Other  clovers                                      . .  . :  1, 515 

Fescue  :  27^ 

Kentucky  bluegrass  :  71 

Orchard  :  0 

Redtop  :  198 

Timothy  :  392 

Other  grasses  :  2,755 

Total...  :  9,803 


1,000 
pounds 


108 


528 
308 
3^ 
56 
155 
1,7^8 


1,000 
pounds 

7;  339 
^31 

3;  983 
2,133 
282 

7 

372 
983 
6,681 


7,63^ 


1,000 
pounds 

9,200 
207 
2,178 
1,697 
576 
120 
315 
1,^91 
6,506 


>2,211 


22,290 


BRAZILIAN  SUGAR  PRODUCTION  ESTIMATED 


Brazil's  1957-58  production  of  sugar  has  been  estimated  at  the  equiva- 
lent of  3,100,000  short  tons,  compared  with  2,623,000  tons  in  1956-57. 
Unfavorable  weather  is  blamed  for  a  prospective  reduction  of  ko  percent  in 
1958-59  sugar  production  in  the  State  of  Bahia,  which  last  year  produced  1 
million  bags  (132  pounds  each). 

SHORTAGE  OF  IRRIGATION  WATER  CUTS 
PERUVIAN  SUGAR  OUTPUT 

A  shortage  of  irrigation  water  in  Peru  through  much  of  1957  and  early 
1958  reduced  output  of  refined  sugar  in  1957,  and  prospects  for  1958  are 
not  as  bright  as  they  were  earlier.     Centrifugal  sugar  production  in  1957 
is  estimated  at  757,000  short  tons,  slightly  less  than  the  77^,000  short 
tons  produced  in  1956.    Production  in  1958  is  expected  to  be  only  about 
796,000  short  tons  instead  of  the  8^-0,000  expected  earlier. 
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ARGENTINA  TO  IMPORT 
SUGAR  THIS  YEAR 

Argentina  probably  will  import  about  58,000  short  tons  of  sugar  in 
1958j  according  to  the  Argentine  Minister  of  Commerce  and  Industry.    This  is 
in  sharp  contrast  to  last  year,  when  Argentina  exported  10^,000  short  tons. 

The  imports  will  be  made  at  a  price  higher  than  that  received  for 
exports.    However,  the  Ministry  explained  that  whereas  the  exports  earned 
"free  dollars,"  the  imports  will  be  paid  for  in  "agreement"  dollars  which 
must  eventually  be  spent  on  purchases  in  Argentina. 

U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  MOHAIR 
DECLINE  IN  1957 

United  States  shipments  of  mohair  and  other  wool-like  specialty  hair 
declined  from  11.8  million  pounds  in  1956  to  10.0  million  in  1957.  Exports 
in  1957;  however,  were  still  considerably  above  any  previous  year. 

A  continued  increase  in  exports  to  Belgium  and  Japan  failed  to  offset 
the  sharp  decline  in  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Netherlands. 
Exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  were  probably  affected  by  higher  interest 
rates  which  encouraged  dealers  and  manufacturers  to  reduce  stocks  to  a 
minimum.    Netherlands  receipts  were  probably  smaller  because  of  a  decline 
in  transit  trade  with  the  U.S.S.R.  and  Eastern  Europe  in  1957* 


MOHAIR:     U.S.  exports,  clean  basis,  by  country  of  destination, 

annual  1953-1957  l/ 


Country  of  destination 

:  1953 

195^ 

:  1955 

:  1956 

.1957  2/ 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:  pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

, , •  170 

1,017 

3,866 

7,789 

:  6,017 

•  268 

1,053 

1,765 

2,^82 

i,Qok 

. . :  257 

25^ 

227  • 

9^6 

1,^32 

0 

3 

20  • 

107 

9k 

. . :  103 

lk2  • 

107 

97  * 

5k 

0 

0  : 

9  : 

217 

k02 

..:  85 

66 

58  : 

197 

I89 

. .  i  883 

2,535  ' 

6,052  : 

11,835  ■ 

9,992 

l/  Includes  alpaca  and  other  wool-like  specialty  hair.     2/  Preliminary. 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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DUTCH  HOG  SLAUGHTER  AGAIN  INCREASES; 
CATTLE  IMPORTS  STILL  NECESSARY 

Dutch  hog  slaughter  in  1957  "was  about  3  percent  above  1956.  Hog 
production  in  the  Netherlands  has  risen  steadily  for  several  years ,  and 
Dutch  producers  are  having  trouble  marketing  their  pork  at  advantageous 
prices.     High  production  throughout  Northwestern  Europe  has  made  it  diffi- 
cult to  increase  exports.    The  price  of  meat-type  hogs  declined  about  13 
percent  between  the  last  quarter  of  1956  and  the  same  period  in  1957 • 

In  spite  of  lower  prices ,  Dutch  hog  production  is  expected  to  remain 
at  a  high  level  during  1953.     Continued  effort  to  market  the  abundant  sup- 
plies of  pork;  largely  by  seeking  new  export  outlets,  will  be  necessary. 
U.  S.  producers  may  thus  expect  increased  competition  from  Dutch  canned 
hams  and  other  specialty  items. 

Domestic  cattle  production  is  not  enough  to  supply  Dutch  demand,  and 
large  numbers  of  cattle  were  imported  for  slaughter  during  1957 •  Although 
beef  exports  increased  in  1957;  the  Netherlands  remains  a  net  importer. 

The  supply  of  domestic  cattle  is  expected  to  be  short  again  in  1958 
and  continued  imports  of  slaughter  cattle,  especially  from  Denmark,  are 
expected.     In  view  of  the  inadequate  domestic  cattle  production  for  meat 
purposes  the  trend  in  increased  cattle  feeding  will  probably  continue 
through  1958. 


LIVESTOCK  SLAUGHTER:     Netherlands,  1953-57;  with  percent 
change  from  previous  year 


Year 

Cattle  ; 

Calves  ] 

Hogs 

Sheep 

Horses 

Number 

Change 

Number 

Change 

Number 

Change 

Number 

Change 

Number _ 

Change 

1,000: 

Percent: 

1,000 

Percent : 

1,000: 

Percent" 

1,000 

Percent 

1,000 

Percent 

1953-. 

519  : 

-3 

7^2 

+3  ' 

3, 088 

+15 

:  267 

+55 

.  35 

+9 

195^.. 

566 

+9 

808 

\  +9 

3;  161 

+.2 

272 

+2 

HQ 

+37 

1955-. 

609 

+7 

827 

+2 

3,703 

+17 

212 

-22 

38  • 

-21 

1956.. 

603 

:  7^5 

-10 

3^,879 

:  +5 

200 

-6 

56 

+U7 

1957  1/ 

:  615 

+2 

•  702 

:  -6 

if,  002 

:  +3 

206 

+3 

53  : 

-5 

l/  Preliminary. 
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ARGENTINE  CORNED  BEEF  EXPORTS 
TO  U.  S.  EXPECTED  TO  RISE 

Argentine  canned  corned  beef  production  for  export  to  the  United 
States  is  expected  to  increase,  according  to  an  article  in  the  Review 
of  the  River  Plate  (Buenos  Aires).     International  Packers  of  Chicago 
has  announced  a  $l-million  expansion  program  at  their  Swift  de  la  Plata 
plant  at  Buenos  Aires.    High-speed  packing  machinery  will  be  installed, 
and  output  of  canned  corned  beef  and  other  canned  meats  increased. 
Argentina  now  has  an  abundant  supply  of  steers  for  canning  (see  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  December  l6,  1957)* 

U.  K.  MEAT  IMPORTS  RISE 

United  Kingdom  meat  and  meat  product  imports  in  1957  increased 
h  percent  over  1956  to  more  than  3*1  billion  pounds.    The  United 
Kingdom  takes  about  70  percent  of  the  world's  meat  imports.  The 
greatest  increase  was  in  pork  imports,  which  were  6  percent  over  those 
of  1956. 

Large  European  hog  slaughter  in  the  second  half  of  1957  sharply 
increased  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  last  months  of  the  year. 
In  addition,  a  rise  in  U.  K.  hog  slaughter  increased  supplies  of 
domestic  pork,  and  prices  declined  sharply.    British  Wilkshire  sides 
dropped  15  percent  below  the  previous  year's  December  average.  Prices 
of  Danish  sides  dropped  17  percent,  Dutch  sides  21  percent,  and  Polish 
sides  22  percent.    The  effect  of  this  price  drop  upon  farm  income  and 
the  expectation  of  abundant  supplies  throughout  1958  have  caused  con- 
siderable concern  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  in  countries  supplying  the 
U.  K.  market. 

Beef  imports  rose  h  percent  in  1957*    However,  imports  of  Argentine 
chilled  beef  and  Australian  and  New  Zealand  frozen  beef  dropped  toward 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Mutton  and  lamb  imports  dropped  about  3  percent  below  1956  imports. 
Reduced  imports  from  New  Zealand,  the  United  Kingdom's  most  important 
supplier,  accounted  for  most  of  this  decline. 

There  was  little  change  from  1956  to  1957  in  U.  K.  total  meat  pro- 
duction.   Beef  production,  which  was  above  1956  levels  during  the  first 
three  quarters  of  1957 >  dropped  in  the  last  quarter.    Pork  slaughter, 
which  started  light,  increased  during  the  year  and  finished  above  1956  levels. 

During  1958,  pork  production  is  expected  to  increase.  The  December  1957 
livestock  census  for  England  and  Wales  showed  an  8-percent  increase  in  total 
hog  numbers  and  a  17  percent  rise  in  breeding  sow  numbers.    Beef  production 
is  expected  to  remain  about  equal  to  1957  production.    Although  the  number 
of  calves  and  beef  breeding  cows  has  risen,  the  number  of  steers  and 
heifers  over  one  year  of  age  has  declined  slightly.     Imports  of  feeder 
cattle  from  Ireland  in  1958  are  expected  to  decline  from  the  unusually  high 
levels  of  1957«    Lamb  and  mutton  production  is  expected  to  increase.  Total 
lamb  and  sheep  numbers  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  rose  by  8  percent 
from  December  1956  to  December  1957;  while  breeding  ewe  numbers  rose  5peicent. 
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MEAT  AND  MEAT  PRODUCTS:     United  Kingdom,  production  and  imports ,  1953-57 


PRODUCTION 
(Carcass  weight  "basis) 


Beef 

So  veal 

Mutton 

&  lamb 

Pork 

Total 

.  Variety  meats 

Year 

[ Volume 

Volume 

Volume 

Volume 

Volume 

mil. 

Percent 

mil. 

: Percent 

mil. 

-Percent 

mil. 

Percent 

mil. 

Percent 

'  lbs. 

change 

lbs. 

change 

lbs. 

change 

lbs. 

change 

lbs. 

:  change 

1953.. 

1,366 

+3 

375 

:  +3 

1,297 

+10 

:  3,038 

+6 

2l+5 

:  -1 

195^. • 

1,672 

+22 

+57 

+22 

1,575 

+21 

.  3,70+ 

+22 

297 

+21 

1955.. 

-8 

:  391 

-16 

1,599 

+2 

3,532 

-5 

278 

-6 

1956.. 

1,806 

+17 

+11 

1,^76 

-8 

3,716 

+5 

301 

+8 

1957.. 

1,826 

+1  : 

+35  • 

1/1,^90 

+1 

3,751 

+1 

'303 

+1 

IMPORTS  2/ 
(Product  weight  basis) 


Year 

'  Beef  & 
veal 

Mutton  & 
lamb 

Pork 

Canned 

\  Variety 
meats 

Total 

Percent 
change 

Percent 

1953.. 

866.9 

788.7 

:  839.6 

37+.  5 

116.0 

2,985.7 

+  35 

195+.. 

602.6 

:  728.9 

7Mk8 

:  U00.3 

108.0 

2,58+. 6 

"13 

1955-. 

789.2 

793.2 

775.0 

135.1 

2,91+. 3 

:  ++ 

1956.. 

983.6 

77+.  6 

:  757.8: 

38+.  6 

1+0.  + 

3,0+1.0 

+h 

1957.. 

1,02+. 6 

75+. 9' 

801.7 

^09.0 

159.  k 

3,1+9-6 

1/  Partly  estimated.     2/  Excludes  sausage. 


Source:     Commonwealth  Economic  Committee. 


VENEZUELA  TO  DEVELOP 
BEEF  CATTLE  INDUSTRY 

The  Venezuelan  Government  recently  approved  a  Bs  660-million  ( $198-million) 
5-year  beef  cattle  development  plan  which  would  sharply  increase  Venezuela's 
imports  of  breeding  cattle.  New  ranches  are  to  be  established,  pastures  and 
water  supplies  improved,  and  beef  breeding  cattle  imported  to  upgrade  native 
herds.  The  program  will  be  administered  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
financed  by  the  Banco  Agricula  y  Pecuario  at  a  rate  of  Bs  132  million  ($39*6 
million)  annually. 

Venezuela  is  one  of  the  largest  U.  S.  markets  for  beef  breeding  cattle, 
importing  over  3,5^-3  head  of  U.  S.  breeding  cattle  during  1957. 
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NORTHERN  IRELAND  STANDARD 
FLAX  PRICES  UNCHANGED 

Standard  prices  set  for  the  1958  flax  crop  by  the  Northern  Ireland 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  are  the  same  as  for  the  1957  crop.    Prices  for 
grade  1  are  31  shillings  per  stone  (31  cents  per  pound)  for  hand- 
scutched  fiber  and  32s.  6d.  (31*5  cents  a  pound)  for  .machine -scutched 
fiber.    Prices  for  lower  grades  decrease  by  Is.  6d.  (1.5  cents  a  pound) 
for  each  reduction  in  grade. 

t 

Rescutched  tow  prices  are  tyQ,  87,  and  70  pounds  sterling  ($27)+. Uo, 
$2i+3»60,  and  $196.00)  per  long  ton  for  grades  1,  2,  and  3,  respectively. 
If  world  flax  prices  are  higher  than  these  standard  prices,  growers 
will  receive  the  higher  price. 

KENYA'S  SISAL  PRODUCTION 
CONTINUES  UPWARD 

Sisal  production  in  Kenya,  British  East  Africa,  is  estimated  at 
9^.0  million  pounds  in  1957 •    This  is  the  third  successive  year  of 
increasing  production.     Output  was  87  A  million  pounds  in  1956,  83.7 
million  in  1955,  and  75.9  million  in  195k.     In  1953,  83.2  million 
pounds  were  reported. 

About  three-fourths  of  the  sisal  production  is  centered  in  the 
Central  and  Coast  Districts,  where  38  of  the  60  producing  estates  are 
located.     Central  District  produced  38. 3  million  pounds  of  sisal  in 
1956  and  Coast  District  produced  26.7  million  pounds.    Next  in  im- 
portance was  Nakuru  District,  with  11.3  million  pounds. 

U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  SAUSAGE  CASINGS 
SLIGHTLY  HIGHER  THAN  IN  1957 

Shipments  of  sausage  casings  by  the  United  States  totaled  18.5 
million  pounds  in  1957-    This  was  a  1.6  percent  increase  over  the 
18.2  million  pounds  shipped  in  1956  but  3  percent  below  the  record 
19.0  million  pounds  of  1955 •    Exports  of  sausage  casings  in  the  first 
three  quarters  of  1957  bad  been  running  below  the  same  period  of  1956 
(see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  January  13,  1958).    However,  fourth- 
quarter  shipments  were  heavy. 

Exports  to  West  Germany  and  the  United  Kingdom,  major  U.  S. 
markets,  continued  to  decline.    For  the  second  consecutive  year  com- 
bined exports  to  these  countries  fell  by  800,000  pounds.  Increased 
shipments  to  other  countries,  especially  hog  casings  to  Australia  and 
the  Netherlands  and  other  casings  to  Canada,  more  than  offset  the 
decline  in  the  U.  K.  and  West  German  markets.    Shipments  of  hog  casings 
were  greater  in  1957  than  in  either  1955  or  1956,  but  exports  of  other 
casings,  mainly  beef,  declined  for  the  second  consecutive  year. 
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SAUSAGE  CASINGS,  NATURAL:    U.  S.  exports  by  country  of  destination, 

annual  1955-1957 


Country  of  : 

Annual 

: Increase  or 

destination  : 

1955 

:  1956 

:  °1957=/ 

:decrease(-) 
r  1957 

J 

: 

• 
• 

1,000 
pounds 

:      1 ,000 
:  pounds 

i  1,000 
•  pounds 

f  1,000 
5  pounds 

• 
• 

Hog  casings:  : 

76  j 

!  12U 

On 

i  89 

t  -35 

3 

:  33 

i  33 

United  Kingdom  .  »  .  .  : 

3,399 

I  3,125 

i     2,617  i 

-508 

702 

i  ■     hn  i 

!  8ia 

903      :  602 

i  632 

s  30 

1,172 

i  958 

i        927  ■ 

:  -31 

216 

:  275 

:  336 

!  61 

U83 

t  572 

:  61U 

!  U2 

Union  of  South  Africa  . : 

377 

\        3U6  i 

t  371 

i  25 

:  208 

s  93U 

s  726 

579 

►  o±u 

:  633 

:  23 

56 

i        102  i 

t  37U 

5  272 

rri     x  T 

• 
• 

7,966 

:  7,339 

i      o ,U01 

i 

\  1,062 

• 

Other  animal  oasingsi/:  : 

291 

1        266  j 

361 

:  95 

212 

}        138  i 

:        182  : 

t  i 

:  m 

U8  : 

s         87  i 

!              59  ! 

:  -28 

853  i 

:        919  i 

!        771+  : 

!  -Hi5 

196 

:         U8  : 

-3 

33U  : 

i        186  j 

:        171*  i 

!  -12 

*T      -1  T  ^  3  __ 

1,829  ! 

1,586  : 

1,2U3  ! 

-3U3 

815  ! 

:         528  : 

:        57U  s 

i  h6 

2,928  ! 

2,769  ! 

:     2,li6U  ! 

i  -305 

1,733  ! 

'     1,783  : 

1,63U  ! 

-Ui9 

1,663  j 

2,U68  : 

2,39U  s 

-Ik 

0*bll6Z*    •    •    ©  • 

165  : 

103  ! 

206  j 

103 

• 

11,067  j 

:    10,881  \ 

t.   10,110  : 

-771 

•  •  • 

t  f  — i. 


1/  Preliminary.  2/  Casings  not  elsewhere  classified,  mainly  beef. 
Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census 
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CANADA  TO  OFFER  NONFAT  DRY  MILK 
TO  RELIEF  AGENCIES 

The  Canadian  Secretary  of  State  for  External  Affairs  announced  on 
February  10  that  Canada  will  make  a  large  quantity  of  nonfat  dry  milk 
available  for  overseas  donations. 

Production  of  nonfat  dry  milk  showed  a  sharp  upturn  in  1957  and  the 
Canadian  Government  has  been  purchasing  much  of  this  increased  production 
under  the  Agricultural  Price  Support  Program.    Present  government  stocks, 
estimated  at  30  million  pounds,  will  be  offered  to  such  relief  agencies 
as  the  United  Nation's  Children's  Fund  (UNICEF),  the  Red  Cross,  and  the 
Unitarian  Service.     The  exact  amount  to  be  allotted  to  UNICEF,  which  will 
probably  get  the  largest  share,  will  be  determined  in  March. 

In  addition  to  relief  donations,  Canada  has  recently  offered  nonfat 
dry  milk  for  export  at  reduced  prices.    An  undisclosed  amount  of  roller 
process  nonfat  dry  milk  was  reportedly  sold  to  Denmark  for  livestock 
feed  under  this  program. 

U.  S.  MEAT  EXPORTS 
STEADY  IN  1957 

United  States  red  meat  exports  (product  weight)  increased  slightly  in 
1957?  but  were  offset  by  declines  in  horsemeat  and  variety  meats,  resulting 
in  a  slight  reduction  in  total  meat  exports. 

U.S.  meat  production  declined  3  percent  in  1957;  with  consequent  higher 
prices,  but  exports  remained  at  a  high  level  due  to  government  export  pro- 
grams.   Production  is  expected  to  decline  further  in  1958;  and  as  shipments 
under  Public  Law  kQO  are  nearly  completed,  exports  in  1958  are  expected  to 
decline  materially. 

Exports  of  beef  and  veal  in  1957  remained  at  the  high  195&  level.  The 
greater  part  of  these  exports,  however,  were  shipments  of  frozen  beef  under 
Public  Law  kSO.    About  36  million  pounds  of  frozen  beef  were  shipped  to 
Spain,  1^  million, pounds  to  Turkey,  and  11  million  pounds  to  Israel  under 
P.  L.  kQO  in  1957.     Cessation  of  P.  L.  kdO  shipments  of  beef  will  probably 
cause  a  sharp  drop  in  beef  exports  in  1958. 

Exports  of  pork  in  1957  increased  slightly  above  195&.     Included  in  the 
78  million  pounds  of  pork  exported  were  about  11  million  pounds  of  canned 
pork  shipped  to  Korea  plus  about  2  million  pounds  of  fatback  and  2  million 
pounds  of  canned  hams  shipped  to  Spain  under  P.  L.  ^80.     In  1958,  increased 
U.  S.  pork  production  and  lower  prices  will  encourage  exports.  However, 
heavy  slaughter  in  Western  Europe  is  expected  to  increase  competition  in 
U.  S.  export  markets. 

Exports  of  horsemeat  continued  to  decline  last  year.    Variety  meat  ex- 
ports, which  have  risen  sharply  in  recent  years,  showed  a  slight  drop. 
Abundant  supplies  of  pork  variety  meats  in  Western  Europe  and  increased  U.  S. 
prices  of  beef  variety  meats  in  1958  are  expected  to  prevent  any  sharp 
advance  in  exports. 
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BRITISH  EGG  PRODUCTION 
CONTINUES  TO  GAIN 

The  number  of  hens  and  pullets  on  agricultural  holdings  in  the 
United  Kingdom  in  June  1957  was  90.7  million,  nearly  3  percent  above 
the  1956  figure.    Birds  over  6 -months  old  rose  by  k.l  million,  but 
those  under  6  months  fell  by  1.6  million  to  kQ.O  million. 

While  flocks  are  no  longer  expanding,  egg  production  is  still 
trending  upward.    Estimated  average  yield  per  bird  in  1957  w&s  171 
eggs>  3  more  than  the  previous  year  and  22  above  the  prewar  average. 
Total  home-produced  commercial  supplies  of  eggs  in  1957  were  an 
estimated  651.6  million  dozen,  compared  with  535*2  million  dozen  in  1956. 

The  United  Kingdom  exported  sizable  quantities  of  eggs  in  early 
1957;  mainly  to  continental  Europe.    After  regular  exporting  countries 
protested,  Britain  agreed  to  permit  exports  only  under  licenses,  which 
would  not  be  issued  for  sales  to  the  Continent.    As  a  result,  new 
export  markets  must  be  found  for  any  surplus  production  this  spring. 

Exports  of  eggs  in  1957  totaled  6.2  million  dozen.    Total  egg  im- 
ports were  11. 7  million  dozen,  less  than  a  third  of  1956  imports. 

The  government  probably  will  lower  the  guaranteed  price  of  eggs 
(as  was  done  last  year)  by  the  maximum  of  h  percent  permitted  under  the 
1957  Agricultural  Act,  which  limits  price  cuts  to  9  percent  in  any  3 
years.    A  reduction  of  k  percent  this  year  would  result  in  a  guaran- 
teed price  of  about  55  cents  per  dozen  to  the  farmer.    This  guarantee 
varies  with  feed  prices,  which  are  now  low. 

The  Egg  Marketing  Board  assumed  full  trading  powers  in  July  1957* 
Besides  administering  the  guaranteed  prices,  the  board  is  trying  to 
increase  egg  consumption,  which  last  year  rose  from  208  to  218  per  capita. 

U.  S.  HIDES  AND  SKINS  EXPORTS  IN  1957 
SHOW  SUBSTANTIAL  GAIN  OVER  195 6 

United  States  exports  of  all  types  of  hides  and  skins  were  26  per- 
cent greater  in  1957  than  in  1956.     They  were  about  9  percent  above  1955* 

The  largest  percentage  gain  was  in  exports  of  sheep  and  lamb  skins 
(63  percent),  which  increased  from  831,000  pieces  in  1956  to  1,35^,000 
pieces  in  1957 •     Canada  and  the  United  Kingdom  accounted  for  most  of  the 
gain  in  sheep  and  lamb  skins.     Shipments  of  cattle  hides  were  up  from 
^,9^0,000  in  1956  to  6,517,000  in  1957  for  a  gain  of  32  percent.  In- 
creased exports  to  the  Netherlands  and  West  Germany  accounted  for  most 
of  this  gain. 

Calf  and  kip  skin  exports  increased  a  moderate  6  percent;  gains  to 
the  Netherlands,  Canada,  and  the  United  Kingdom  helped  offset  a  decline 
in  exports  to  Japan. 
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HIDES  AMD  SKINS:    U.  S.  exports,  average  1935-39, 

annual  1955-1957 


i  : Increase 

Country  of  :  Average  :  Annual   :decrease(-) 

destination        ;  1935-39  :     1955    :     1956    ;    1957j/  ;  1957 


1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000 
pieces  :    pieces  :    pieces  :    pieces  :  piece 


Cattle  hides:  :  :  :  :  : 

Japan  :  260  :  1,251  :  1,329  :  1,397  :  68 

Canada  :  127  :  696  :  77U  :  8l8  :  hh 

Mexico  :  k  :  778  :  702  :  h2h  :  -278 

Germany,  West.  .  .  :  3  :  717  :  1*36  :  812  :  376 

Netherlands  .  .  .  .:  2h  :  783  :  285  :  1,369  :  1,081* 

United  Kingdom  .  .  :  37  :  388  :  2l±3  :  390  :  lii7 

Yugoslavia  •  .  .  .  :  2/  :  125  :  2I46  :  203  :  -U3 

Belgium  :  1  :  137  :  21  :  hh  :  23 

Other  :  77  :  977  :  90U  t  1,060  ;  156 


Total  :       533    :    5,852    :    h,9h0    :    6,517    :  1,577 


Calf  and  kip:              :  :  :  :  : 

Japan  :  2U7  :  857  :  1,033  :  812  :  -221 

Canada  :  170  :  651  :  570  :  710  :  lUO 

Germany,  West.  .  .  ;        13:  73U  :  783  :  718  :  -65 

Netherlands  .  .  .  .:        25  :  U80  :  209  :  378  :  169 

United  Kingdom  .  .  :  12  :  363  :  98  :  208  :  110 

Belgium  :  10  :        76  :  U7  :  kO  :  -7 

Italy  :          6  :        1*1  :  10U  :  195  :  91 

Other*                     :         72  :  377  ;  262  :  235  :  -27 


Total  ......:       555    :    3,579    :    3,106    :    3,296    :  190 


Sheep  and  lamb:  2/      :.  .  :  :  :  : 

Canada  »  :ii/l,009  :  3lU  :  337  :  603  :  266 

United  Kingdom  .  .  :        .80  :  15U  :  258  :  382  s  12U 

Mexico  :     fS/ll  :  215  :  8U  :  62  ;  22 

France  :     £^38  :  90  :  88  :  107  :  19 

Belgium  :         11  :  7  :  h3  :  10  :  -53 

Other  :        81  :  67  :  21  ;  190  ;  -169 


Total  .  .  c  .  .  :    1,230    :       8U7    :       831    :    1,35k    :  523 


1/    Preliminary,    2/   Less  than  500.    3/    Includes  goat  and  kid.    k/  For 
1939. 

Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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NETHERLANDS'  EXPORTS  OF  POULTRY 
PRODUCTS  INCREASE 

The  Netherlands  exported  63.3  million  pounds  of  dressed  poultry  and 
21.9  million  pounds  of  live  slaughter  poultry  in  1957*    Dressed  poultry 
exports  were  up  11.0  million  pounds  from  1956.    West  Germany  took  52.7 
million  pounds  in  1957 ,  an  increase  of  11. 7  million  pounds  over  1956. 
Dutch  shipments  to  other  countries  declined  moderately.    Exports  of  live 
slaughter  poultry  were  up  slightly.     Italian  receipts  were  1H.9  million 
pounds ,  down  1.2  million  pounds  from  1956 j  and  West  German  receipts 
were  6.9  million  pounds ,  up  2.5  million  pounds. 

Exports  of  hen  eggs  from  the  Netherlands  totaled  220  million  dozen 
in  1957 )  23  million  more  than  in  1956.    Eighty  percent  went  to  West 
Germany.    Since  October  7?  1957;  the  Dutch  Government  has  been  paying 
a  subsidy  of  2\  cents  per  dozen  on  eggs  exported,  an  amount  which 
roughly  equals  the  import  tax  cost  on  feed  grains. 

The  Netherlands  exported  3^-  million  day-old  chicks  and  1.7  million 
dozen  hatching  eggs  to  Italy  in  1957  >  substantially  more  than  1956  ex- 
ports.    (Exports  to  other  countries  are  small.)    The  Dutch  have  a 
"Regulation  of  Breeding"  program  under  which  poultrymen  may  buy  chicks 
and  hatching  eggs  only  from  Dutch  breeders,  whose  sales  of  chicks  and 
hatching  eggs  are,  in  turn,  closely  regulated  as  to  quantity  and  quality. 
Only  breeding  stock  approved  by  the  government  may  be  imported. 

NEW  ZEALAND  BUTTER  PRICE 
LOWEST  SINCE  WORLD  WAR  II 

The  London  market  price  for  New  Zealand  butter  has  declined  to  the 
lowest  level  since  World  War  II,  according  to  the  New  Zealand  Press 
Association.    After  New  Zealand  butter  dropped  to  31*25  cents  per  pound 
in  January  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  February  16),  the  price  fell 
to  30-0  cents  per  pound  on  February  1. 

British  butter  stocks  are  estimated  at  112  million  pounds, 
about  2.2  million  pounds  higher  than  a  year  ago.    The  London  retail 
price  of  New  Zealand  butter  is  expected  to  decline  to  35  cents  per 
pound  shortly,  which  may  raise  weekly  consumption  from  the  present  17.O 
million  pounds.     To  relieve  the  situation,  however,  weekly  consumption 
would  have  to  reach  about  18.7  million  pounds. 

The  cheese  situation  is  a  little  brighter.     In  early  February, 
remaining  stocks  of  1956-57  New  Zealand  cheese  were  exhausted.  This 
was  not  expected  to  occur  before  March.    British  wholesalers  have  been 
purchasing  this  season's  cheese  from  New  Zealand  for  16.9  cents  per 
pound,  0.6  cents  per  pound  more  than  the  last  price  for  1956-57 
New  Zealand  cheese. 
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WORLD  BUTTER  AND  CHEESE  PRICES:   Wholesale  prices  at  specified  markets, 

with  comparisons 
(U,  S.  cents  per  pound) 


Country,  market,  and 
description 


Batter 


Cheese 


1958  ; 

Quotations  j 

Quotations 

Cur-! 
rent; 

Month  :  Tear    :  ! 
earlier : earlier :  : 

Cur -j  Month  ! 
rent:  earlier! 

Tear 
t earlier 

Jan. 30 

\  31.2! 

>                      e                       i  i 

32.5  ;  32.5  L  ! 

United  Kingdom  (London) 

New  Zealand,  finest  

Australian  choicest— 
New  Zealand,  finest 

white——  — — 

.Australian  choicest 

white—  


Australia  (Sydney) 
Choicest  butter — - — — 
Choicest  cheddar  — 


Irish  Republic  (Dublin) 

Creamery  butter —  

Cheese— — - — 


Jan. 30 


U6.7 


U6.7    :  U6.7 


Denmark  (Copenhagen)  

France  (Paris) 
Charentes  creamery —  

Germany  (Kempt en) 
Marks  nbutter — — — — - 


United  States 
92-score  creamery  (N.Y.) 
Cheddar  (Wisconsin)— 


Jan. 30 

Jan. 30 

Feb.  3 
Jan. 29 

Feb.  3 


5U.8  :  5U.8   :  U8.9 


Netherlands  (Leeuwarden) 

ureamery  butter  — -;  Jan. 31 

Full  cream  Gouda— — — 
Edam,  UO  percent—  


36.3 


36.3   t  U6.2 


75.8  :  75.8   ;  92.0 
t 


68.1 
60.5 


68.1 
60.5 


U9.9 


68.1 
60.5 


51.8 


87.O 


— -:  -- 

t  t 

Belgium  (Hasselt)  :  Jan. 30  :  85.1 1  86.0 

:  t        t  t 

Canada  (Montreal)  :  t  .    r  ;        _   :  D 

"IsFgrade  creamery  .  Jan.25  .  63.6  .   63.7   t  60.B 

Ontario  white- —  :  — — ....... 

:  : 


Jan. 30 
Jan. 30 

Jan. 30 


16.U 
15.5 

'28*2 


16.U 


28.2 


30.2 
28.2 

"2T.2" 


Jan. 30 


30.8, 


30.8 


30.8 


Feb.  3 


35.0 


35.0 


35.0 


Jan.2U 
Jan.2U 


23.  U 
21.6 


22.8 
20.  h 


29.2 
26.7 


Jan.25 


3U.U 


32.5 


35.U 


Source t  Intelligence  Bulletin,  the  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee j  and  the  Dairy 
Division,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  USDA 
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EGYPT'S  1957-58  COTTON  CROP  EXPECTED 
TO  BE  HIGHER  THAN  LAST  YEAR 

Egypt's  1957-58  cotton  production,  according  to  the  third  official 
estimate  released  February  10,  1958,  is  expected  to  total  1,817,000  bales 
(500  pounds  gross).    This  represents  an  increase  of  22  percent  over  the 
1956-57  crop  of  1,^92,000  bales.    Most  of  the  increase  this  season  was  in 
the  extra-long  staple  varieties,  Karnak  and  Menoufi,  and  long  staples  such 
as  Ashmouni  and  similar  varieties.    Production  of  the  medium-long  staple 
Giza  cotton  is  expected  to  decline. 

COTTON:     Egypt,  production  by  staple  length  and  variety,  final 
estimate  1956-57;  and  third  estimate  1957-58 


(Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Staple  length  and  ' 

T                 .J.                                            *  I95O-57 

principal  variety 

:  1957-58 

Percent 
change 

:  1,000 
bales 

Extra-long  staple,  over  1-3/8": 

Medium-long  staple,  over  1-l/V: 

Giza  30,  31,  and  ^7  :  272 

Long  staple,  over  1-1/8":  : 

:  1,000 
bales 

80k 
226 
751 

:  Percent 

+32 
-17 

+31 

Total  :  1,^57 

1,781  : 

+22 

36  ' 

+3 

1,317  : 

+22 

Source:     Government  of  Egypt. 

U.  S.  SHARE  OF  FOREIGN  COTTON 
MARKETS  CONTINUES  TO  INCREASE 

The  United  States  share  of  cotton  imports  into  foreign  countries  dur- 
ing the  early  months  of  the  1957-58  marketing  season  continued  to  increase 
in  all  but  3  of  the  12  major  cotton  importing  countries  shown  in  the  table 
on  page  27.     Imports  of  U.S.  cotton  increased  in  volume  in  all  but  5  of 
the  countries  listed. 

Reporting  periods  vary  according  to  availability  of  data.  Percentages 
showing  the  U.S.  share  of  cotton  imports  in  the  most  recent  periods,  with 
last  year's  comparable  figures  in  parentheses,  were:     Canada  87  percent 
(35);  United  Kingdom  62  (51);  West  Germany  59  (35);  Italy  58  (2k):  Belgium 
h6  (8);  Hong  Kong  1+0  (20);  Japan  39  (23);  Netherlands  39  (30);  Switzerland 
38  (36);  Spain  20  (89);  France  19  (32);  and  Portugal  15  (28). 
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COTTON:    Share  of  United  States  and  other  supplying  countries  in  specified  import 
markets,  portions  of  1956-57  and  1957-58  marketing  years  as  shown 

(Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


:  Supplying 
countries1 
;  share  of  market 
:1956-57:1957-58 
:  period:  period 


Importing 
country 


Reporting 
period 


Supplying 
countries  1/ 


Quantity 
imported 

l$56-£?:19^-58 
period:  period 


Belgium 


France 


Germany,  West  •• 


Italy 


Netherlands 


Portugal 


Spain 


Switzerland 


United  Kingdom 


Canada 


Hong  Kong 


Japan, 


August 


Aug -Dec. 


Aug-Nov. 


Aug -Sept. 


Aug -Sept, 


Aug^ov, 


Aug-Dec< 


Aug-Dec. 


Aug-Nov. 


Aug -Oct. 


Aug-Nov. 


Aug-Nov. 


United  States 


1,000 
bales 
 2" 


1,000 
bales 


,  Percent .  Percent 


13  : 


8  : 


:  Peru  : 

* 

!  6 

:  6 

s  23 

5  21 

:  Belgian  Congo  s 

7 

< 

h 

27 

!  Hi 

:  Total 

26 

:  United  States 

:  16U 

i  68 

32 

19 

:  French  Colonies  : 

93  : 

:  103 

:  18 

i  29 

:  Egypt  i 

:  20 

U5 

i 

h 

12 

:  Total 

:  509 

!  361 

:  United  States 

:  150 

:  257 

35 

i  59 

:  Mexico  i 

106  , 

:  60 

:  25 

:  Br.  E.  Africa  a 

29 

35 

7 

!  8 

:  Total  i 

:  i*25 

t  U38 

:  United  States 

20 

92 

2h 

58 

:  Turkey  i 

lU 

33 

16  ! 

21 

:  Total 

85 

:  158 

:  United  States 

11 

15  : 

30  s 

!  39 

:  Mexico  i 

9 

5  6 

2k 

!  16 

:  Total  ! 

37 

38 

:  United  States  i 

20  : 

11 

28  : 

!  15 

:  Mozambique 

U2 

53 

58 

72 

:  Total 

72 

'  7lt 

:  United  States  s 

72 

:  9 

89 

!  20 

:  Brazil 

9 

i  18 

11 

!  hO 

:  Total  : 

81 

U5 

:  United  States 

Uh 

!  39 

36 

!  38 

:  Peru  : 

27 

21 

:       22  : 

21 

:  Total 

:  123 

:  102 

:  United  States  2/  ! 

i  2$l 

:  310 

i  5i 

:  62 

:  Mexico  : 

18 

!  P 

a 

7 

:  Total 

:   m  J 

:      501  : 

:  United  States 

:  81 

:       60  : 

;      85  i 

87 

:  Mexico  : 

Ik 

:  9 

'  1? 

13 

:  Total  ! 

.  9^ 

:  69 

:  United  States  i 

13  ! 

32 

i       20  : 

Uo 

:  Br.  E.  Africa  i 

:       19  i 

s       2k  : 

!          30  ! 

:  30 

:  Brazil  s 

17  : 

:       10  i 

27  : 

13 

:  Total 

&  : 

!          80  ! 

:  United  States 

:     271  : 

!          28  ! 

39 

:  Mexico  i 

3U0  i 

:     198  : 

:       38  s 

28 

:  Brazil  i 

102  ! 

79  J 

11  s 

11 

:  Total  ! 

900  ! 

700  : 

some  Mexican 


cotton  transshipped  thru  United  States  ports. 
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U.  S.  COTTON  EXPORTS 
IN  RUNNING  BALES 

United  States  cotton  exports  in  December  1957  "were  609,000  running 
bales,  compared  with  939>000  running  bales  in  December  195&.  Exports 
during  August-December  1957  were  2,333>000  running  bales,  compared  with 
3,003,000  running  bales  in  August-December  1956.    Comparable  figures  in 
500  pound  bales  were  published  in  last  week's  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets. 

CANADA'S  COTTON  CONSUMPTION  UP  IN 
JANUARY  BUT  BELOW  LAST  YEAR 

Canada's  cotton  consumption  of  28,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  during 
January  1958  was  8  percent  higher  than  consumption  of  26,000  bales  in 
December,  but  was  15  percent  below  consumption  of  33 > 000  bales  in  January 
1956.     Consumption  during  August- January  1957-58  was  179,000  bales,  9  per- 
cent below  consumption  of  196,000  bales  a  year  earlier. 

INDIA  ANNOUNCES  SECOND  EXPORT  QUOTA 
FOR  BENGAL  DESI  COTTON 

The  Government  of  India  announced  on  February  5;  1958,  that  50,000 
Indian  bales  (^0,800  bales  of  500  pounds  gross)  of  Bengal  Desi  cotton  will 
be  released  for  export.    This  is  in  addition  to  the  50,000  bales  released  ' 
on  October  h,  1957*     Licenses  will  be  granted  to  established  exporters  and 
registered  dealers.    A  small  portion  of  the  quota  will  be  reserved  for 
allotment  to  cooperative  societies. 

The  Desi  cotton  may  be  exported  to  all  permissible  destinations  except 
Tibet  and  Portuguese  possessions  in  India.     Licenses  will  be  valid  for  ship- 
ment until  June  30,  1958. 

VENEZUELA  PROPOSES  INCREASED 
DUTY  RATES  ON  BABY  FOODS 

Venezuelan  tariff  No.  36C  which  includes  asparagus,  lima  bean,  lentil, 
celery,  and  mushroom  soup  may  be  increased  from  Bs.  0.80  to  Bs.  2.h0  per 
gross  kilogram,  and  No.  37A  which  includes  baby  foods  and  dietetic  foods 
may  be  increased  from  Bs.  0.10  to  Bs.  3-00  per  gross  kilogram.    At  the 
current  rate  of  exchange  these  proposed  duty  rates  would  amount  to  33  and 
^■1  cents  a  gross  pound,  respectively. 

U.K.  ANNOUNCES  DOLLAR  QUOTA 
FOR  CANNED  PINEAPPLE  IMPORTS 

The  United  Kingdom  Board  of  Trade  has  announced  a  quota  of  $350,000 
for  canned  pineapple.  The  value  is  computed  on  a  c.i.f.  basis.  Imports 
must  be  during  the  period  February  1,  1958  -  Janu;  ry  31,  1959. 
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IRELAND  TO  PERMIT 
APPLE  IMPORTS 

The  Irish  Government  has  announced  that  it  will  permit  unrestricted 
importation  of  dessert  apples—under  license--f rom  April  1  to  June  15,  1958* 
It  stated  that  the  1957  apple  crop  was  below  average  and  estimated  that  the 
supply  of  dessert  apples  would  be  exhausted  by  the  end  of  March. 

U.  K.  IMPORTS  MORE  U.S.  COTTON 

Imports  of  United  States  cotton  into  the  United  Kingdom  during  the 
first  k  months  (August -November )  of  the  1957-58  marketing  season  amounted  to 
310,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross).    This  was  62  percent  of  total  U.  K.  cotton 
imports  in  this  period,  compared  with  51  percent  (251,000  bales)  in  1956,  and 
16  percent  (68,000  bales)  in  1955*     Increasing  imports  of  U.  S.  cotton  are 
attributed  largely  to  the  competitive  price  level  of  cotton  available  from 
stocks  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation. 

Cotton  imports  from  all  sources  in  August -November  1957  were  501,000 
bales,  or  3  percent  above  imports  of  U88,000  bales  during  August -November 
1956.    Quantities  imported  from  principal  sources,  with  comparable  1956 
figures  in  parentheses,  were:    United  States  310,000  bales  (251,000);  Mexico 
33,000  (18,000);  Peru  23,000  (38,000);  Sudan  21,000  (78,000);  Nigeria  16,000 
(2^,000);  Egypt  12,000  (278);  Aden  12,000  (10,000);  Turkey  8,000  (5,000);  and 
Paraguay  7,000  (8,000). 

Cotton  consumption  in  the  United  Kingdom  during  August -December  1957 
amounted  to  657^000  bales,  up  3  percent  from  the  638,000  bales  used  during 
the  same  period  in  1956.    Spinning  mill  activity  increased  after  the  summer 
months,  and  the  November  consumption  rate  was  the  highest  in  6  months.  While 
the  labor  force  in  weaving  mills  declined,  the  number  of  workers  in  spinning 
mills  continued  to  increase,  and  many  mills  added  an  evening  shift.  There 
was  some  decline  in  the  rate  of  consumption  during  December  because  of 
reduced  mill  activity  during  the  holidays. 

The  Cotton  Board  reports  that  the  volume  of  orders  on  hand  for  cotton 
yarn  and  cloth  has  tended  to  decline  since  July.    Textile  distributors  are 
unwilling  to  buy  too  far  ahead  and  risk  holding  stocks  while  the  rediscount 
rate  remains  as  high  as  7  percent. 

Cotton  stocks  on  December  31>  were  estimated  at  5^-6,000  bales,  down 
9  percent  from  stocks  of  600,000  bales  on  August  1,  1957 >  but  27  percent 
above  the  ^29,000  bales  held  on  December  31,  1956. 

The  price  of  U.  S.  Middling  1  inch  cotton,  c.i.f .  Liverpool,  was 
30.53  cents  per  pound  on  February  20,  1958,  compared  with  32.02  cents  on 
January  23,  and  31«27  cents  on  December  19,  1957 •     Spinner  demand  for  all 
growths  has  been  very  slow  since  early  January,  reflecting  the  dullness  of 
the  textile  business  and  the  high  interest  rate  which  discourages  carrying 
more  than  essential  nearby  stocks.    Recent  spinner  interest  in  U.  S.  cotton 
has  been  mainly  in  Middlings  and  Strict  Lows,  due  to  the  big  premiums  asked 
for  better  grades . 
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ARGENTINE  TRADE  MISSION  WORKS  TO 
EXPAND  TRADE  WITH  EASTERN  EUROPE 

Argentina  has  negotiated  bilateral  trade  and  payments  agreements  with 
several  Eastern  European  countries  in  recent  months  and  has  sent  a  purchas- 
ing mission  to  the  U.S.S.R.  and  other  communist  countries. 

As  in  similar  previous  agreements,  there  is  no  obligation  to  exchange 
specified  amounts  of  goods.    But  the  mission's  purpose  apparently  is  to 
effect  purchases,  as  well  as  to  encourage  expansion  of  trade  and  possible 
credits.    The  mission  reportedly  has  already  signed  firm  contracts  with  the 
U.S.S.R.  for  the  purchase  of  goods  valued  at  $5  million,  and  after  the 
mission  returns  to  Buenos  Aires,  consideration  will  be  given  to  further 
purchases  valued  at  over  $30  million. 

Contracts  have  also  been  signed  with  Czechoslovakia  for  about  $15  mil- 
lion worth  of  machines,  machine  tools,  pipes,  rails,  pumps,  diesel  genera- 
tors, and  other  products,  and  with  Poland  for  the  purchase  of  generators, 
mining  machinery,  and  other  equipment  worth  almost  $500,000.    Further  con- 
tracts may  be  signed  as  a  result  of  the  mission's  trip. 

INDONESIAN  COPRA  EXPORTS  IN  1957  UP  SUBSTANTIALLY; 
PALM  KERNELS,  PALM  OIL  SLIGHTLY  HIGHER 

Indonesian  exports  of  copra  in  1957  a^e  preliminarily  estimated  at 
286,217  long  tons,  12  percent  more  than  1956  shipments  and  the  largest  since 
195^-    December  1957  exports  of  15,886  tons  were  less  than  one-third  those 
of  November  1957  and  down  k-5  percent  from  December  1956. 

Palm  kernel  exports  in  1957;  estimated  at  kk,505  short  tons,  were 
slightly  above  those  of  1956.    Palm  oil  estimated  exports  of  1*4-2, 30^  short 
tons  were  up  3  percent.     Copra  cake  exports,  on  the  other  hand,  are  esti- 
mated at  12^-,727  long  tons,  a  decline  of  5  percent  from  1956.  December 
exports  from  Indonesia  were:     palm  kernels--3, 29^-  short  tons;  palm  oil-- 
1^,657  short  tons;  and  copra  cake--l^-,6l8  long  tons. 

PHILIPPINE  COPRA  EXPORTS  IN  JANUARY 
LOWEST  SINCE  DECEMBER  I956 

Philippine  copra  exports  of  67,163  tons  in  January  1958  were  the 
smallest  since  December  1956.     Combined  January  shipments  of  copra  and 
coconut  oil  totaled  ^9>9l8  long  tons,  oil  basis—down  one-fifth  from 
January  1957 •     Copra  exports  in  January  also  were  about  one-fifth  below 
January  1957  and  December  1957*     Coconut  oil  shipments  declined  one -fourth 
from  January  1957;  "but  just  2  percent  from  December  1957  exports. 

The  Philippine  export  price  in  mid-February  was  about  $179  per  short 
ton  c.i.f.  Pacific  coast  (mid- January- -$176,  mid-December- -$175 ) .  Local 
buying  prices  were  reported  at  23.00  to  3*+.  50  pesos  per  100  kilograms 
( $1^2. 25  to  $175.27  per  long  ton)  resecada  Manila  and  producing  area. 


March  3,  1958 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


31 


COPRA:    Philippine  Republic,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
January  1957  and  1958  and  annual  1956  and  1957 


Country 

:  January 

:  1957  l/ 

January 

19?o  1/ 

1956  1/ 

1957  1/ 

North  America: 

[Long  tons 

Long  tons 

Long  tons 

Long  tons 

15,655 

292,473 

290,314 

 •  (  -") 

1  3i'513! 

(  23,962) 

(15,655) 

(258,153) 

(266,352) 

 :  (     — ) 

(    — ) 

(  1,807) 

(   ) 

1,800 

7,907 

10,117 

17,455 

300,380 

300,431 

South  America: 

: 

— 

500 



1,500 

65,450 

64, 522 

1,500 

22,065 

36,127 

— 

10, 835 

— 

3,000 

96, 850 

100,649 

Europe: 

15,000 

0, 500 

2,300 

25,850 

31,625 

*  *  *     *  * 

—  —  — 

2,500 

8,465 

57,075 

50,  oo4 

1,000 

15,750 

20,  337 

.       OO  ONI 

OA    OO  *3 

oko  ^  ■ali 

5?5)  **op 

 :  3,600 

500 

4,500 

20,851 

:  — 

1,395 

■   

:  500 

44,576 

36,500 

— 

15,575 

:  — 

4,250 

— 

32,000 

 : 



119,991 

... 

 :  43,988 

46,006 

549,046 

564,602 

Asia: 

508 

8,950 

8,000 

6,784 

700 

6,300 

7,900 

700 

15,758 

22,684 

 :  84,079 

67,163 

964,034 

988, 366 

1/  Preliminary.    2/  West  Germany,  Netherlands,  Belgium,  Denmark  or  Sweden. 


Source:    Philippine  trade  sources. 


COCONUT  OIL:    Philippine  Republic,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
January  1957  and  19 58  and  annual  19 56  and  1957 


Country 

:  January 
:  1957  1/ 

January 
1958  1/ 

1956  1/ 

1957  1/ 

North  America: 

.'Long  tons 

Long  tons 

Long  tons 

Long  tons 

 :  (6,922) 

 :    (    — ) 

 :    (    — ) 

7,605 
(7,605) 
(    — ) 
(    — ) 

88,485 
(76,400) 
(12,085) 
(      — ) 
949 

81,085 
(78, 257) 
(  1,652) 
(  1,176) 
1,395 

7,605 

89,434 

82,480 

Europe: 

105 
2,905 
3,721 

10, 731 

1,540 
8,126 
870 

17,462 

10,536 

Asia: 

268 

 :  10,113 

7,605 

107, 164 

93,016 

1/  Preliminary. 2/  West  Germany  or  NetherlandsT 


Source:    Philippine  trade  sources. 


32 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  76,  No.  9 


U.  S.  FISH  OIL  EXPORTS  DROP  IN  1957 

United  States  exports  of  fish  and  fish  liver  oil  in  1957;  at  57; 470  short 
tons,  were  one-fifth  below  those  of  the  previous  year  and  were  the  smallest 
since  1953- -probably  due  mainly  to  the  fact  that  U.  S.  fish  oil  output  declined 
one-fourth  from  the  previous  year.    Production  was  7*V^55  tons  in  1957;  against 
99; 678  tons  in  1956. 

Western  Europe  was  again  the  major  market ,  taking  over  95  percent  of  total 
shipments.    Exports  to  the  Netherlands  were  down  about  one-half  from  1956,  while 
shipments  to  West  Germany  were  down  about  one-fifth.     In  the  last  5  years  the 
United  States  has  been  the  world's  leading  supplier  of  fish  oil.    About  one- 
third  of  world  exports  were  of  U.  S.  origin  from  1954  through  1956. 

FISH  OIL  (INCLUDING  LIVER):     U.S.  exports  by  country  of 
 destination,  average  1935-39;  annual  1952-57  


:  Short  :  Short  :  Short  :  Short  :  Short  :  Short  :  Short 

:  tons    :  tons    :  tons    :  tons    :  tons    :  tons    :  tons 

North  America:  ::::::: 

Canada  :  458:  488:  2,108:    7;  511:  11,308:  1,626:  1,223 

Cuba  :  155:  100:  87:        126:  83:  117:  122 

Mexico  :  4-5:  122:  114:       118:  96:  66:  56 

Other  :  71:  3j  1:  ---:  4:  37:  9 

Total  :  729:  713:  2,310:     7;755:  11,491:  1,846:  ±7^0 

South  America  :  96"-  3&1  63!        1551  56I  62!  42 

Europe:  ::::::: 

Belgium-Luxembourg....:  8:  8:  764:        ---:  1,098:  759:  66l 

Denmark  :   :   :   :   :  — i  866:   

France  :  19:  149:  7:        — -:  9:  13:  5 

Germany,  West  :  126:  6,232:  36,155:  10,481:  10,503:  32,4-91:  26,296 

Italy  :  15:  220:  28:         85:  106:  60:  178 

Netherlands  :  15:  11,967:  8,913:  43,692:  39,642:  25,023:  13;907 

Norway  :  10:  ---:  1,606:    1,102:  6,758:  6,251:  5,272 

Sweden  :  7:  ---:  ---:        ---:  ---:  2,646:  7;7l6 

Switzerland  :  15:  3,l40:  3;115:    5;797:  646:  367:  79^ 

United  Kingdom  :  77:  — :  299:    1,376:  88l:  920:  854 

Other  :  8:  43:  23:         27:  23:  ---: 

Total  :  300:  21,759:  50,910:  62,560:  59,666:  69,396:  55,683 

Asia:  ::::::: 

Philippine  Republic. .. :  66:  546:  860:       233:  ---:  10:  7 

Other  :  24:  20:  37:         51:  55:  5:  H 

Total  :  90:  5&61  WT:        2oT+i  55I  I5I  IB 

Africa  :  19:  3:  53:         70:  68:  29:  305 

Grand  total  :  1,234:  23,079:  5^,233:  70,817:  71,336:  71, 348N  57^70 


1/  Revised.  2/  Preliminary.  3/  Includes  12  tons  with  destination  not  indicated. 
Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Department  of  Commerce. 
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DENMARK  LIBERALIZES  MORE  AGRICULTURAL 
COMMODITIES  TO  DOLLAR  AREA 

Denmark  has  announced  an  extension  of  the  list  of  commodities  liberal- 
ized to  the  dollar  area.    Agricultural  commodities  added  to  the  list  are 
barley,  oats,  corn,  shelled  almonds  and  other  kernels,  as  well  as  nuts  in 
the  shell.    Many  dried  fruits,  for  which  import  licenses  have  recently  been 
issued  freely,  are  also  on  the  new  list. 

WORLD  WHEAT  TRADE  IN  1957-58  MAY  BE 
SECOND  HIGHEST  ON  RECORD 

World  exports  of  wheat  and  wheat  flour  in  1957-58  will  decline  from 
last  season's  record  of  1,282  million  bushels,  but  will  probably  exceed  the 
previous  record  of  1,066  million  set  in  1951-52.    Despite  a  record  1956 
world  wheat  crop  and  a  1957  crop  only  slightly  smaller,  world  demand  for 
wheat  probably  will  be  relatively  high  for  the  second  consecutive  year. 

Import  requirements,  except  those  of  Europe,  appear  as  high  or  slightly 
higher  than  a  year  ago.    While  the  1957  wheat  harvest  among  non-European 
importing  countries  was  about  the  same  as  in  1956,  foreign  wheat  require- 
ments are  rising  steadily  as  populations  and  per  capita  consumption  of  wheat 
foods  increase. 

Export  availabilities  were  record-large  at  the  beginning  of  this  sea- 
son.   Although  combined  Australian  and  U.  S.  exports  this  year  probably  will 
be  200  million  bushels  less  than  last  year's,  they  should  be  counter  balanced 
to  some  extent  by  increased  exports  from  France,  Uruguay,  Italy,  Syria,  and 
Canada;  and  lower  prices  of  foreign  wheat  to  importers,  mainly  due  to  un- 
usually low  ocean  freight  rates,  may  also  stimulate  international  wheat  trade. 

Although  Asia's  food  grain  harvests  this  season  are  generally  above  those 
of  a  year  ago,  its  imports  are  expected  to  equal,  or  even  exceed,  last  year's 
imports,  due  to  rapidly  increasing  food  grain  requirements  of  countries  such 
as  India  and  Pakistan.    Africa  and  Latin  America  are  also  expected  to  import 
about  as  much  as  a  year  earlier.    Their  domestic  production  increased  little 
if  any. 

The  improved  supply  situation  in  much  of  Europe  will  largely  offset  the 
factors  favoring  increased  trade  this  season.    Yugoslavia,  Greece,  West 
Germany,  Belgium,  and  several  other  European  importing  countries  harvested 
much  larger  crops  of  wheat  in  1957.    Total  imports  of  wheat  by  all  European 
countries  this  season  will  probably  be  125  to  150  million  bushels  below 
1956-57. 

Another  factor  contributing  somewhat  to  a  decrease  in  world  wheat  trade 
this  season  is  the  expected  overall  reduction  in  U.S.  exports  under  special 
government  programs.     Sales  for  foreign  currency  under  Title  I  of  Public  Law 
k&0  and  Section  ^-02  of  the  Mutual  Security  Act,  will  probably  be  considerably 
lower.    However,  increased  exports  under  U.S.  emergency  relief  programs  this 
season  and  increased  movement  of  Canadian  wheat  due  to  long-term  credit 
arrangements  are  expected  to  offset  some  of  the  decline  in  U.S.  sales  for 
foreign  currency. 
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U.S.  1957-58  WHEAT  EXPORTS  EXPECTED 
TO  BE  BELOW  1956-57  RECORD 

U.S.  wheat  and  wheat  product  exports  in  1957-58  are  expected  to  reach 
about  h-00  million  "bushels.    Though  down  from  the  1956-57  record  of  5^9  mil- 
lion bushels ,  this  would  still  be  higher  than  any  year  since  1951-52. 

Western  Europe's  1957  record  wheat  harvest  is  a  factor  in  the  lower 
demand  for  U.S.  wheat  exports.     In  the  first  half  of  1957-58,  U.S.  wheat 
exports  to  Europe  totaled  about  53  million  bushels ,  about  k-2  percent  below 
the  same  period  of  1956-57,  when  the  area  had  below-normal  crops  and  took 
2^-5  million  bushels  of  U.S.  wheat. 

France,  a  large  net  importer  last  year,  has  returned  as  a  major  exporter, 
with  shipments  expected  to  be  about  100  million  bushels  this  year.  France 
is  supplying  wheat  needs  of  European  countries  which  the  United  States  sup- 
plied last  year.    Since  French  wheat  exports  have  been  moving  so  rapidly  in 
the  first  half  of  1957-58,  they  may  affect  U.S.  wheat  exports  in  lesser 
degree  in  the  second  half. 

U.S.  wheat  exports  moving  under  government  programs  also  have  declined. 
Exports  under  barter  contracts,  which  accounted  for  about  87  million  bushels 
in  1956-57^  are  likely  to  be  relatively  insignificant  this  year.    Sales  for 
foreign  currency  are  also  somewhat  reduced  from  last  year. 

Increased  wheat  surpluses  in  several  less  important  exporting  countries, 
such  as  Syria,  Uruguay,  and  Italy,  are  expected  to  increase  the  exports  of 
such  countries  during  the  current  year.    Canada  has  been  adopting  increasingly 
aggressive  sales  practices,  including  the  use  of  long-term  credit  and  sub- 
sidies on  wheat  flour  for  export,  which  may  increase  its  current  share  of  the 
world  wheat  trade  over  last  year.    In  addition,  commercial  and  government-held 
stocks  in  many  large  importing  countries  at  the  beginning  of  this  marketing 
year  were  somewhat  above  a  year  ago  and  may  be  a  factor  in  lowering  the  im- 
ports of  those  countries. 

The  ability  of  foreign  countries  to  buy  from  the  United  States,  reflec- 
ted by  their  financial  position  in  terms  of  gold  and  dollar  reserves,  may 
also  limit  the  volume  of  U.S.  exports  in  1957-58.    This  year,  gold  and  dollar 
reserves  are  down  considerably  in  several  important  importing  countries,  par- 
ticularly the  United  Kingdom,  Japan,  Netherlands,  Belgium,  and  the  Philippine 
Republic.    Offsetting  gains  have  been  made  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  but 
have  generally  accrued  to  smaller  buyers  of  U.S.  wheat  or  nations  which 
themselves  have  a  surplus  of  wheat. 

The  volume  of  U.S.  wheat  (including  flour)  in  millions  of  bushels  which 
moved  to  principal  importers  during  the  first  6  months  of  the  current  crop 
year,  compared  with  quantities  shown  in  parenthesis  for  the  same  period  of 
the  previous  year,  were  as  follows:     India,  kQ  (15);  Japan,  26  (27);  Poland, 
17  (0);  West  Germany,  11  (23);  Brazil,  10  (5);  United  Kingdom,  11  (19); 
Philippines,  5(3);  Korea,  k  (5);  Netherlands ,  k  (15)  and  Israel,  5(6). 
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One  major  factor  favoring  U.S.  wheat  shipments  this  year  is  the  "below- 
normal  production  in  Australia  and  Argentina.    Argentina  may  he  able  to 
maintain  its  1956-57  level  of  exports  by  drawing  on  large  carryover  stocks. 
However,  Australia's  crop  is  the  lowest  since  l^kk  and  carryover  stocks  are 
fast  approaching  minimum  levels.    Australia's  exports  to  Western  Europe  and 
India  are  being  sharply  reduced  and  its  total  exports  for  the  current  U.S. 
crop  year  will  likely  be  ^0  to  50  percent  below  last  year's  total  of  129 
million  bushels . 

The  lower  world  price  level  may  also  encourage  trade  in  wheat  during 
the  balance  of  this  year.     Ocean  freight  rates  are  now  at  the  lowest  level 
since  195^.    As  a  result,  the  cost  of  foreign  wheat  to  importers,  particularly 
in  Western  Europe,  is  about  20  cents  per  bushel  below  a  year  ago  and,  general- 
ly, the  lowest  since  mid-195^-*    Although  the  freight  situation  does  not  neces- 
sarily favor  the  United  States,  it  may  encourage  earlier  scheduling  of  ship- 
ments and  some  additional  build-up  of  stocks  in  importing  countries. 

MEXICO  HAS  UNSEASONAL  RAINS  AND 
COLD  IN  JANUARY 

There  were  unseasonal  rains  and  low  temperatures  in  most  of  Mexico's 
agricultural  districts  in  January.    Rains  were  particularly  heavy  in  central 
Mexico  where  it  is  normally  dry  in  January.    Below-normal  precipitation  was 
reported  in  the  Lower  California  peninsula  where  the  rainy  season  usually 
starts  in  January,  as  well  as  in  the  States  of  Coahuila,  Chiapas,  Quintana 
Roo,  and  Tabasco.     (For  conditions  in  Mexico  in  December,  see  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  January  27,  1953.) 

There  was  some  increase  in  January  in  the  volume  of  water  stored  by 
irrigation  reservoirs  in  central  Mexico  as  well  as  in  the  northeast  and  north 
central  districts.    The  total  volume  available  for  irrigation  by  the  end  of 
the  month,  however,  was  still  about  12  percent  lower  than  a  year  earlier. 
While  in  the  northeast,  and  particularly  in  the  Falcon  and  Marte  Gomez  dams, 
the  volume  available  was  nearly  5  times  the  preceding  year's  volume,  this 
was  more  than  offset  by  the  decline  in  central  and  north  central  districts . 
The  volume  of  water  stored  in  central  districts  was  still  less  than  half  the 
volume  available  by  the  end  of  January  1957 • 

In  view  of  the  satisfactory  water  situation  in  most  cotton-growing 
districts  in  northern  Mexico,  total  cotton  acreage  in  1958  will  probably 
increase.    Planting  of  cotton  was  expected  to  start  in  February.    A  larger 
cotton  area  forecast  in  Matamoros  and  on  the  West  Coast  will  more  than 
offset  declines  expected  in  the  Laguna  and  Delicias  districts. 

Mexican  imports  of  corn  continued  heavy  during  the  month  of  December. 
Total  corn  imports  for  the  year  are  now  officially  reported  at  817,6^-7  metric 
tons,  more  than  twice  the  previous  record  imports  of  372,6^7  tons  in  1953- 
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CHILE  FREES  AGRICULTURAL  EXPORTS  FROM  ALL  DUTIES 

A  recent  decree  frees  Chilean  exports,  with  the  exception  of  mining 
products,  from  all  duties  and  taxes,  regardless  of  the  exports'  nature  or 
destination.    The  exemption  includes  internal  taxes,  custom,  and  mobiliza- 
tion charges.     The  only  exceptions  are  territorial  and  income  taxes.  The 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  is  to  report  the  extent  agricultural  exports  in- 
fluence the  domestic  market  for  food  products. 

Chile's  export  taxes,  assessed  in  gold  pesos,  have  been  subject  to  a 
surcharge  of  1,1^0  percent  in  paper  pesos  since  December  1,  1956.  The 
government  is  expected  to  absorb  quarantine  and  inspection  costs  previously 
charged  to  exporters  . 

CANADA  IMPOSES  MINIMUM  VALUATION 
ON  IMPORTS  OF  FROZEN  PEAS 

The  Canadian  Government  placed  the  following  minimum  valuation  on 
frozen  peas,  effective  February  12:    Packages  of  Choice  Grade--Bulk,  10  lbs. 
and  over,  11^  cents  per  lb.;  2-§-  and  5  lbs.,  15  cents  per  lb.;  consumer  size 
(12  oz.),  $lA8  a  dozen.     Packages  of  Fancy  Grade — Bulk,  10  lbs.  and  over, 
12  cents  per  lb.;  2-§-  and  5  lbs.,  16  cents  per  lb.;  consumer  size  (12  oz.), 
$1.55  a  dozen.    These  minimum  valuations  apply  for  the  purposes  of  ordinary 
and  special  (dumping)  duties.    The  authority  was  Sec.  30  of  the  Canadian 
Customs  Act  and  the  emergency  escape  clause  of  GATT  (General  Agreement  on 
Tariffs  and  Trade).     Only  Choice  and  Fy.ncy  grades  can  be  imported  into  Canada. 
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